The Collegian (2015-02-02) by Sanchez, Jesus
VOL.67, ISSUE 18| THE STUDENT VOICE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE | UTBCOLLEGIAN.COM
The CollegianMonday, February 2, 2015
See ASSAULT, Page 10
Alan Artibise, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs at the 
University of Texas at Brownsville, has 
retired after serving in higher education 
for 43 years.
Artibise joined UTB in 2010. Friday 
was his last official day at the university. 
“He was the right person for the job 
at the right time in the history of the 
institution,” said Janna Arney, associate 
provost for faculty and academic affairs.
Juliet V. García, former president 
of UTB and now executive director of 
the University of Texas Institute of the 
Americas, is thankful for his service to 
the university. 
“He was honest and smart, who always 
tried to make the right decisions during 
some difficult transitions for us,” García 
said. “And we were well-served as a 
university and as a community because 
he also participated in lots of things in 
the community.”
García said Artibise brought an 
expanded view of what the university can 
become.
Before joining UTB, Artibise served as 
executive dean, dean of social sciences 
and executive director of the Institute for 
Social Science Research in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Arizona 
State University. He is a certified planner 
and an expert in North American urban 
development, according to his biography 
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Campus bids farewell to Artibise




on the UTB website. 
After five years and four months at 
the university, Artibise will be retiring 
to South Florida, where he will enjoy 
playing golf.
Javier Martinez, current dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts, will succeed 
Artibise on an interim basis until UT 
Rio Grande Valley opens next fall and 
Havidán Rodríguez, current provost at 
UT Pan American, will be the provost for 
UTRGV. 
During a phone interview with The 
Collegian on Jan. 26, Artibise said he is 
Environmental sciences senior Kacey 
Villafuerte has signed up UT Brownsville 
to compete in the 2015 RecycleMania 
Tournament as part of her senior 
research project.
“It is a nationwide competition among 
college campuses,” Villafuerte said of the 
tournament. “What we will be recycling 
is paper, plastic bottles, aluminum cans 
and cardboard boxes. … I want to bring 
awareness to campus about recycling.”
RecycleMania is an eight-week friendly 
competition among colleges across the 
United States and Canada. Throughout 
the competition, schools will report the 
amount of recyclables and trash collected 
each week.
Competition began Sunday and will 
end March 28.
The universities’ performances and 
ranks will be updated weekly and 
available on the recyclemaniacs.org 
website.
Winning schools receive national 
recognition and an award made out of 
recyclable materials.
Environmental Sciences Professor 
Elizabeth Heise, the adviser for 
Villafuerte’s research project, said she 
supports Villafuerte’s initiative and 
encourages students, faculty and staff to 
get involved.
“It’s one of those things where 
everybody can get involved because it 
doesn’t take a lot of effort,” Heise said 
Thursday. “It’s something where a whole 
bunch of students from every different 
major can participate.”
Dean of Students Douglas Stoves 
granted Villafuerte permission to sign up 
In the past year, five sexual assaults 
have been reported to UT Brownsville 
officials, who encourage the campus 
community to report these incidents and 
other types of crime. 
According to the Dean of Students 
page on the university website, sexual 
assault is defined as “any type of sexual 
contact or behavior that occurs by force 
or without consent of the recipient of the 
unwanted sexual activity. Falling under 
the definition of sexual assault is sexual 
activity such as forced sexual intercourse, 
forcible sodomy, child molestation, 
incest, fondling and attempted rape. It 
includes sexual acts against people who 
are unable to consent either due to age or 
lack of capacity.”
In a special report issued Dec.14, 2014, 
federal Bureau of Justice Intern Sofi 
Sinozich and Statistician Lynn Langton 
wrote that student victims are more 
likely than non-students to state that the 
incident was not important enough to 
report. The report also said that rape and 
sexual assault victimizations of students 
were more likely than non-student 
victimizations to go unreported to police.
Douglas Stoves, UT Brownsville’s dean 
of students, said there is no statute of 
limitations on when an assault can be 
reported.
Kacey Villafuerte, senior environmental sciences student, recycles a plastic bottle 
in a bin Thursday on the Student Union lawn. UT Brownsville is competing in the 
2015 Recyclemania Tournament, an eight-week competition among colleges 
across the nation and Canada.
Karina aguirre/Collegian
Earth-friendly




Rep. Canales seeks student election 
on athletics nickname and distance 
learning for first-year law students
Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN
State Rep. Terry 
Canales has filed a 
bill that would allow 
UT Rio Grande 
Valley students to 
vote on an athletics 
nickname and 
another that would 
create a distance-
learning program at 
UTRGV for first-year UT School of Law 
students. 
On Jan. 23, Canales filed House Bill 
901, which would have UTRGV conduct 
an election on the athletics nickname for 
UTRGV, which is scheduled to open in 
Fall 2015.
“We are not asking for the mascot to 
be changed. We are asking for the mascot 
to stay the Vaquero, but for the students 
to pick the athletic nickname,” Canales 
said in a telephone interview with The 
Collegian on Wednesday. “For example, 
[Texas A&M University] are the Aggies 
but their mascot is the Reveille, which is 
a collie. The University of Alabama has 
the elephant, but their nickname is the 
Crimson Tide.”
 HB 901 states the university shall 
include on the ballot: 
--the “Broncs”;
--the “Ocelots”; and 
--“any other options the university 
chooses, including nicknames nominated 
Community of support
University encourages sexual assault victims to report incidents
Kaila Contreras 
Social Media Editor 
“I would encourage a student to outcry 
to anybody,” Stoves said. “As far as filing 
a report here on campus, it can be done 
through my office, it can be done through 
University Police to report it officially. 
Some we’ve seen come our way by 
virtue of somebody made an outcry to a 
[resident assistant].”
Of the five reported cases, he said, 
See PROVOST, Page 10
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The following are among the incidents 
reported to University Police between Jan. 
20 and 23.
Jan. 20 
9:37 a.m.: University Police officers 
were dispatched to the Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore in regard to a found wallet in 
the Starbucks Café. The store manager 
gave officers the wallet and they later 
contacted the owner, who said he was 
missing some money but refused to file 
a report. The owner provided his Texas 
driver’s license and left without it. The 
officers took custody of the  license for 
safekeeping.
Jan. 23  
8 a.m.: A staff member contacted a 
University Police officer and told him that 
someone contacted her about a warrant 
that has been issued for her arrest. As the 
officer was interviewing the staff member, 
the subject called back asking to speak to 
her. The call was then transferred to the 
officer. The officer explained to the caller 
all personal matters were to be taken care 
of on personal time and not to call back. 
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras 
Piano recital 
Kenneth Saxon and friends will 
perform at 7:30 tonight in the Texas 
Southmost College Arts Center. Saxon 
is an associate professor in the UT 
Brownsville Music Department. 
Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for 
senior citizens and children, and $5 
for students with a UTB ID. For more 
information, call 882-8247.
Mayoral hopeful to speak
Brownsville mayoral hopeful Pat 
Ahumada will speak about his platform 
at 6 p.m. Thursday at Cobbleheads, 
located at 3154 Central Blvd. For more 
information, call Oscar Ahumada at 
572-0172. 
‘The Last Hurrah’ exhibit
“The Last Hurrah,” dual exhibits by 
UT Brownsville and UT Pan American 
visual arts faculty and described as 
reflective, passionate, metaphysical, 
political, humorous and practical, have 
begun. The UTPA faculty show began last 
Friday at the Historic Brownsville 
Museum, 641 E. Madison St. The 
UTB faculty show will open at the UTPA 
art annex at 6 p.m. Thursday. For more 
information, call 882-7097. 
Deputy voter registrars needed
The Center for Civic Engagement’s 
Project 100% and the Cameron 
County Elections Office will conduct 
deputy voter registrar training at 
2:30 p.m. today in the Main Building’s 
Salón Cassia. Volunteer deputy 
registrars may distribute and accept 
voter registration application forms 
from any resident of the county. For 
more information contact the Center 
for Civic Engagement at 882-4300 
or email Estela Martinez coordinator of 
Center for Civic Engagement at estela.
martinez15@utb.edu.
Science Café
The Brownsville Science Café 
meeting will be held from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. today at El Hueso de Fraile, 837 
E. Elizabeth St. The meeting consists of 
informal discussion with local experts on 
a wide range of topics, including science, 
art and the humanities. Food will be 
available for purchase. Live music will 
follow the talks. Admission is free. For 
more information, email Joey Key, 
director of education and outreach for 
the Center for Gravitational Wave 
Astronomy, at jkey@phys.utb.edu.
Life improvement 
Student Health Services will provide 
free confidential peer support, cooking 
demonstrations, tips and best practices 
for exercising, healthy living and 
nutritional eating. The sessions are open 
to UT Brownsville students, faculty and 
staff and are scheduled from noon to 1 
p.m. Feb. 11 and 25, March 11 and 25, 
April 8 and 22 and May 13 and 27 in the 
Main Building’s Salón Cassia. For more 
information, call Student Health Services 
at 882-3896.
Free Zumba classes 
Free Zumba classes will be offered 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. every Monday in 
the Texas Southmost College Rec Center 
multipurpose room. Students, faculty and 
staff are welcome. For more information, 
call Arlene Laboy, Student Health 
Services project coordinator, at 882-
6513.
Free yoga classes 
Free yoga classes will be offered at 
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday 
in the Texas Southmost College Rec 
Center multipurpose room. Students, 
staff and faculty are welcome. For more 
information, call Arlene Laboy, Student 
Health Services project coordinator, at 
882-6513. 
Free Tabata classes
Free Tabata classes will be offered 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday in the Texas Southmost 
College Rec Center multipurpose room. 
Students, faculty and staff are welcome 
to join a workout that will help increase 
strength, flexibility and gain muscle 
while improving mental and physical 
well-being. For more information, call 
Arlene Laboy, Student Health Services 
project coordinator, at 882-6513. 
Chillout sessions 
Relaxation Group meetings will be 
held from noon to 1 p.m. every other 
Monday in Cortez Hall 220. The next 
session is Feb. 9. For more information, 
call Collegiate Recovery Program 
Coordinator Martha Sanchez at 882-
8952. 
Heartprints
The Pregnancy, Infant and Child 
Loss Support Group will meet from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. every other Wednesday 
in Cortez Hall 220. The next session is Feb. 
11. For more information, call Collegiate 
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha 
Sanchez at 882-8952. 
Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous, a program 
of recovery from compulsive eating, 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday in 
Cortez Hall 220. For more information, 
call Collegiate Recovery Program 
Coordinator Martha Sanchez at 882-
8952. 
Busy Moms Support Group
Student Health Services invites 
students who are mothers to participate 
in the Busy Moms Support Group 
every Friday from noon to 1 p.m. through 
May 1 in Cortez Hall 220. Students, 
staff and faculty are welcome. For more 
information, call 882-3896.
‘Hybrid Colonies’ 
“Hybrid Colonies,” an exhibit by 
UT Brownsville graduate Yareth 
Fernandez, continues in the Gallery 
at Rusteberg Hall through Friday. 
Admission is $1. For gallery hours, call 
882-7097 or email gallery Director 
Alejandro Macias at alejandro.
macias1@utb.edu.
Brass Quintet concert
UT Brownsville’s Faculty Brass 
Quintet will perform at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 
9 in the Texas Southmost College Arts 
Center. Admission is $15 for adults, $10 
for senior citizens and children, and $5 
for students with a UTB ID. For more 
information, call 882-8247.
Math and Science Academy
The Mathematics and Science 
Academy will host information sessions 
for incoming high school students. 
Admission to MSA is free. Information 
sessions will be held Saturday and Feb. 
21, March 21 and April 11. All sessions 
start at 10 a.m. in Main Building Room 
2.112. For more information, email MSA 
Coordinator Camilla Montoya at 
camilla.montoya@utb.edu.   
Cupid’s Corner
Single? Taken? Complicated? Despite 
what your relationship status may be, 
the Office of Student Engagement 
invites students to Cupid’s Corner, 
an event filled with food, fun activities 
and photos. The pre-Valentine’s Day 
celebration takes place at 11 a.m. Feb. 13 
in the Student Union veranda. For more 
information, contact the Office of Student 
Engagement at engage@utb.edu.
Bilingual author at Writers Live
Bilingual author Erika Said will read 
from her collection of poems, “iPoems,” 
answer questions and sign books from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Feb. 19 in the Main 
Building’s Salón Cassia. Admission is 
free. Said is a fiction writer and poet living 
in San Antonio. Her book “iPoems” was 
published in Mexico in 2013 and will be 
launched in its bilingual version in May 
by Slough Press. Her presentation is part 
of the Writers Live @ UTB series.
Smoking study
Are you a current or former tobacco 
smoker? Researchers at UT Brownsville 
are conducting a study to gather 
information about smoking patterns 
and quitting from students, faculty and 
staff. To take part in this survey, or to get 
additional information, email Victoria 
Vento at victoria.vento120@utb.edu, 
Ivan Avila at ivan_orange117@yahoo.
com, or Associate Professor Matt 
Johnson at matthew.johnson@utb.edu. 
Participation is voluntary. All responses 
will be kept strictly confidential.
Photographers wanted 
Volunteer photographers are needed 
for the Humans of UTB page. For 
more information, visit Cortez Hall 
118 or email Student Affairs Marketing 
Manager Jennifer McGehee-Valdez 
at jennifer.mcgehee@utb.edu.
Volunteers wanted for study 
Participate in the study on the emotional 
impact of the social networking site 
Facebook. Participants are eligible to 
win a $5 Starbucks eGift card and be 
entered in a drawing for a $100 eGift 
Visa card. To participate and for more 
information, email isis.lopez@utb.edu.
Medical school at Houston
The Office of Health Professions 
Careers is accepting applications for 
the Houston Assured  Admission 
Program. The program allows 
undergraduate sophomores to interview 
and gain admission to the University 
of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston Medical School. Students 
accepted for an interview will be invited 
to Houston to tour the medical school, 
meet with first-year medical students and 
interview with admissions committee 
members. Students may download the 
application at http://www.utb.edu/
vpaa/csmt/ohp/Pages/UTBHouston.
aspx. For more information, contact 
Program Coordinator Cherie Gallardo 
at 882-5059 or email cherie.gallardo@
utb.edu.  
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Mystery Word
_ i _ _ n _  m _
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15 Seconds: Have you started your financial 
aid application for the Fall 2015 semester?
Héctor Aguilar
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There I was in lab 
at 2:06 a.m. on a 
Monday morning, 
finishing a paragraph 
of the thesis that 
stands between me 
and the ever-so-
distant graduation, 
when all of a sudden 
it hit me like a train-
-a strong, strange, 
foul smell. 
A beeping sound from an unknown 
machine had recently ceased and I 
thought it might be related. I immediately 
took out my flash drive and started saving 
all the articles that I was reading about 
aspirin, salicylic acid and meadow wort 
and the paragraph I was writing. I was 
not about to lose all this work.
I tried to hurry, of course, because a 
great explosion was likely to ensue given 
my insane, unrealistic and exaggerated 
thoughts and, maybe, a bit of coffee.
I quickly called University Police and 
informed them of the situation. It’s 
always better to be safe than sorry.
I quickly stepped outside the building 
and that’s when the smell intensified. 
Leafing through my memory’s records, 
I finally recognized that smell. 
Back when I was an undergraduate at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, I 
had run into a cloud of Mephitis mephitis 
juice in an effort to ensure my place as 
king of a vertebrate biology course. 
People would usually bring in fish, 
lizards, snakes and frogs and the 
occasional mouse or rat. But a skunk, no 
one would ever think of that, I thought. 
I was determined to outdo everyone in 
that class and pass the class.
So I somehow got the inspiration 
to go out and buy duct tape and trash 
bags. I crafted a suit that looked like 
something taken out of a Britney Spears 
music video. I used a bag for each leg, 
one for each arm and one for my chest 
and attached them with duct tape. The 
only thing that was not covered was my 
head. Since I had taped the bags wrong, 
one side was tighter than the other and I 
had to lean more to that side so the whole 
thing would not tear. 
There I was at night, limping around 
in the Britney Spears suit with a huge 
box despite the fact that my friend Noah 
said this was about the worst idea in the 
world. 
I tried to be patient with the skunk and 
did not think things through very well. I 
guess I thought I could toss the box on 
top of it and then it would all be over. 
The skunk came out and I tried to chase 
it, and in its defense, the animal sprayed 
and I ran right into skunkness. The 
horrible stench permeated me.
I gave up on the quest that night and 
everywhere I went, I carried the skunk 
smell with me. The next stop was Noah’s 
apartment. He proceeded to douse me 
with an entire can of air freshener to 
no avail and the smell made everyone 
in the apartment retreat to their rooms. 
Luckily, most of the smell went into the 
dumpster along with the suit, with the 
exception of the lingering malodor on my 
hands that lasted three days. 
A few weeks later, while visiting the 
botanical gardens in Corpus Christi, I 
saw a skunk smeared on the road. 
Now was the time! Life works in 
mysterious ways, right?  Here was the 
opportunity. I put some gloves on and 
proceeded to pull the thing off the road 
and place it in a plastic bag. In the end, I 






Emeritus Professor of History
Kudos to editor
Congratulations to Jesus Sanchez for 
his perceptive and well-expressed column 
on Brownsville’s image [“Brownsville’s 
Baby Boy,” Opinion, Jan. 26]. Having 
lived here for the past 38 years, I generally 
agree with his views. I also serve on the 
board of directors of the Brownsville 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
am constantly involved in struggles to 
improve the image of the city that is my 
home--and I hope always will be. I will 
recommend his article to my colleagues 
on the board.




“No, I haven’t, but I’m planning on starting soon. I 
know it’s important, so I should get on that pretty 
soon. Pretty quickly. Yeah.”
Rose Cavazos 
Texas Southmost College education major 
“No, I have not. I’m going to start it and finish it by March 15.” 
Daniel Mendoza
Criminal justice freshman
“Actually, not at this point but I’m going to start with 
the W-2s and I’ll get my financial aid [application 
in] by the deadline.”
Fernanda Reyna 
Estudiante de enfermería de tercer año
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Joseph Fernandez, a biomedical sciences freshman, receives a full back relaxation massage by 
certified massage therapist and junior exercise science major Ricardo Martinez during the Stress 
Free Event held Tuesday in the Main Building’s Gran Patio. Students also relaxed by participating 
in painting activities, dart tossing and dog petting. The Weeks of Welcome event was sponsored 
by the Office of Student Engagement.
Get your burgers here!
UT Brownsville President at Interim William R. Fannin speaks with business senior Daniel Delgado 
during the President’s Barbecue, which took place Jan. 23 in the Student Union veranda.  More 







Junior government major Denisse Molina picks up a free bag of popcorn Tuesday from Campus 
Activities Board member and junior international business major Jonathan Castaño. Popcorn on 
the Paseo was part of UT Brownsville’s Weeks of Welcome celebration. The Office of Student 
Engagement sponsored the event and informed students about upcoming campus events. 
héctor aguilar/Collegian
Pass the popcorn
Students brought lawn chairs and blankets to enjoy “The Equalizer” during Movie Under the 
Stars on the Student Union lawn on Wednesday.  The event was sponsored by the Office of 
Student Engagement and the Campus Activities Board.
Ocelot Weeks of Welcome
Name: Beta Rho Omicron 
Purpose: To take men from all walks of 
life and turn them into better versions of 
themselves in order to better represent 
the organization, university and society. 
President: Cristobal Ortiz 
Vice President: Stephen Torres
Secretary: Mario Contreras
Treasurer: Jorge Ibarra 
Historian: Adrian Perez
Membership Chairman: Mathew 
Garza
Adviser: Stephen Cisneros, assistant 
director of Residential Life 
Activities: Leadership, teamwork, 
growth and development and self-
improvement.
Membership requirements: 2.0 
grade-point average and 12 to 15 hours 
of community service per semester.  
For more information, email: Ortiz 
at cristobal.ortiz50@utb.edu. 
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Club Spotlight 
Courtesy Photo
Members of the Beta Rho Omicron fraternity are (front row, from left) Isaac Garcia, Membership Chairman Matthew Garza, Luis Troncoso and  Jonathan 
Castaño. Middle row: Stephen Torres, Historian Adrian Perez, J.C. Hernandez, Miguel Zuñiga and Hector Quintanilla. Back row: Dustin Harper, President 
Cris Ortiz, Jorge Ibarra and Secretary Mario Contreras.
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The Office of Financial Aid and United 
Way of Southern Cameron County have 
partnered for the fifth year to bring 
eligible UT Brownsville students, faculty 
and staff a free tax return filing service. 
“The majority of our students, here 
on campus, are on financial aid or some 
form of financial aid, and it’s crucial for 
the student to file a tax return before 
they apply for financial aid,” said Daniel 
Yarritu, Financial Aid coordinator. “Our 
financial aid priority deadline is March 
15, so we try to encourage students to 
do their taxes first and then apply for 
financial aid.”
Students who do not meet the March 
15 priority deadline might not receive 
consideration for additional funding and 
grants, such as the Texas Grant. 
Asked who has to file an income tax 
return, Yarritu replied, “Most of the time, 
if you have earned income you most 
likely need to file a tax return, although 
there might be some exceptions.”
Students or others who are unsure of 
whether they must file a tax return may 
access the Interactive Tax Assistant 
(ITA) tool in the IRS website at http://
www.irs.gov/uac/Do-I-Need-to-File-a-
Tax-Return%3F. 
“If you are self-employed, regardless of 
age or marital status, if you had earnings 
of over $400 a year, the IRS requires you 
Free income tax return service
Campus community can get help at Enrollment Tower
Oscar Castillo
WEBCAST EDITOR
United Way of Southern Cameron County tax return preparer Lupe Hernandez assists Brownsville 
resident Rosa Ramirez with her return Tuesday at Texas Southmost College’s International 
Technology, Education and Commerce Center. The service is free for eligible taxpayers. To schedule 
an appointment, call 295-3761.
Karina aguirre/Collegian 
to file a tax return,” Yarritu said. “The 
best thing for someone to do is stop by 
and ask questions … so they can receive 
proper advice.”      
To be eligible for the free income tax 
return service, individuals must have 
earned less than $60,000 a year, bring 
a government-issued photo ID, original 
Social Security cards, Social Security 
Number verification letters or Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) 
and W-2 forms from all jobs worked in 
2014.  
“What we are trying to do is facilitate 
the process for students and the 
community,” Yarritu said.   
VITA certified tax professionals will 
be stationed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
Enrollment Center at the tower today 
through Feb. 27. 
Several VITA sites will be located 
throughout Cameron County, such 
as Brownsville Independent School 
District high schools, the Brownsville 
Public Utilities Board administration 
building and Texas Southmost College’s 
International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center. 
Those who visit the ITECC for the 
service must make an appointment by 
calling 295-3761. 
Taxpayers have until April 15 to file 
their 2014 tax returns.
For a complete list of all VITA 
sites and hours of operation, visit 
www.unitedwayrgv.org/income-tax-
assistance.
To complete a tax return online, visit 
www.myfreetaxes.com; a help line is 
available for anyone who might need 
assistance navigating the site. 
“The software is very easy; it’s just an 
interview-type software, so the students 
can learn how to do their own tax 
returns,” said Keren Arista, United Way 
of Southern Cameron County financial 
stability coordinator. “It’s very nice 
because it kind of empowers them to 
learn how to do their taxes, and be able 
to take control of that area of their life in 
the future.” 
Asked why it is important for students 
to file their tax returns, Arista replied, “I 
think it’s very important that students 
get prepared to enter the workforce, that 
they are very aware of the impact that 
taxes have on their life.” 
Texas Southmost College is preparing 
for a visit next month by representatives 
of the organization in charge of 
accreditation.
TSC President Lily Tercero said 
Claudette Williams, a vice president of 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges, will 
make a staff advisory visit to the campus 
March 3-5.
“At this time we haven’t confirmed the 
details of the visit. … There’s no question 
that we are fast and furious on this 
process. There’s a lot of work that has 
to be done by many of us,” Tercero told 
the college’s board of trustees during its 
special meeting Jan. 22.
TSC is seeking independent and 
separate accreditation from UT 
Brownsville. The college and the 
university will formally end their 
partnership on Aug. 31.
Tercero also gave the board an 
update on Brownsville Day at the Texas 
Accreditation official to visit TSC
Texas Southmost College President Lily Tercero (second from left) updates the board of trustees on 
the school’s independent accreditation progress during the Jan. 22 special meeting. Also shown 




Visit by SACS-COC vice president scheduled in early March
Legislature. 
“The members of our local delegation, 
legislative delegation, have advised us 
that they are going to be seeking funding 
support for TSC. … I do not know the exact 
details because they’re still in the process 
of finding out … which committees and 
who’s chairing them and all those things. 
But, they will let us know in the coming 
weeks,” she said.
Brownsville Day was Jan. 28.
In other business, the board 
awarded the contract for depository 
services for TSC to BBVA Compass 
Bank on the recommendation of Chet 
Lewis, vice president for Finance and 
Administration. The term of the contract 
is one year with three additional one-
year options.
BBVA Compass Bank holds the current 
contract for depository services for the 
college.
Lewis also presented a report on the 
first quarter of financial statements and 
investments for Fiscal Year 2015.
“I can tell you, overall, our expenses 
have been staying within budget,” he 
said. “We are waiting to finish up our 
spring semester analysis and we’ll have 
an idea of the revenues, in total. In 
general, we are staying relatively within 
budget based on what we are seeing. … 
We’ve generally done a good job being 
conservative in our expenditures.”
In his master plan update, Lewis 
told the board that the university is 
negotiating a price with Muñoz and 
Co., the firm selected to create the plan.
 “When we originally developed our 
budget in the previous fiscal year we 
allocated $85,000 for the master plan,” 
he said. 
Lewis said the current negotiation 
is three times the budget at about 
$273,000. The college will continue to 
find a compromise to lower the cost. If 
not, it will look for other firms. 
In other matters, Tercero also 
presented the board committees and 
workshops. The proposed committees 
include audit/finance, student success, 
policy and facilities. 
These meetings will include two 
trustees that are appointed by the chair 
and they shall report on their findings 
and recommendations in either a written 
report or a regular or special meeting, 
according to documents provided by the 
college.
A strategic planning workshop took 
place Jan. 24, where “TSC’s Vision 2017 
Strategic Plan” was discussed. 
The other planned workshops include 
the facilities master plan and board 
governance policies. 
The next TSC board of trustees meeting 
is scheduled Feb. 19.
The UT Brownsville Chess Team, composed of FIDE Master Guillermo Vazquez, Woman 
International Master Aura Salazar, Simon Vasquez III and Armando Cortez (all seated on the left), 
triumphed over nine chess teams in the 2015 Texas Team Championship held Jan. 24 in Kingsville. 
The Ocelots will compete in the Southwest Class Championship Feb. 13 in Fort Worth.
Checkmate for the Ocelots
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La oficina de subvención se ha 
asociado con United Way of Southern 
Cameron County por quinto año para 
traer un servicio gratuito de declaración 
de impuestos a los estudiantes, 
profesores y administradores 
calificados de UT Brownsville.
“La mayoría de nuestros estudiantes, 
aquí en el campus, reciben subvención o 
algún tipo de subvención y es impredecible 
para los estudiantes que presenten su 
declaración de impuestos antes de aplicar 
para subvenciones”, dijo Daniel Yarritu, 
coordinador de subvenciones. “Nuestro 
plazo de prioridad para subvenciones 
es el 15 de marzo, así que tratamos de 
animar a los estudiantes que hagan 
su declaración de impuestos primero 
y luego aplicar para la subvención”.
Los estudiantes que no cumplan con el 
plazo de prioridad del 15 de marzo pueden 
no recibir consideración para fondos o 
becas adicionales como Texas Grant.
Al preguntarle quién tiene que 
presentar una declaración de impuestos, 
Yarritu respondió, “La mayoría del 
tiempo, si has ganado ingresos es más 
probable que necesites presentar una 
declaración de impuestos, aunque 
puede haber algunas excepciones”. 
Estudiantes u otros que no estén seguros 
si deben presentar una declaración de 
impuestos pueden entrar a la herramienta 
Asistente Interactivo de Impuestos 
(ITA por sus siglas en inglés) vía la 
Ayuda para declaraciones de impuestos
Servicio comienza hoy
 en la torre de inscripción
Oscar Castillo
EDITOR DE WEBCAST
página del IRS http://www.irs.gov/uac/
Do-I-Need-to-File-a-Tax-Return%3F. 
“Si es autónomo, sin considerar de su 
edad o estado civil, si ha ganado más 
de $400 al año, el IRS  requiere que 
presente una declaración de impuestos”, 
Yarritu dijo. “Lo mejor que alguien puede 
hacer es llegar y hacer preguntas… para 
que puedan recibir el consejo adecuado”.
Para calificar para el servicio 
gratuito de declaración de impuestos, 
individuos deben ganar menos de 
$60,000 al año, traer una tarjeta de 
identidad expedida por el gobierno, 
tarjeta original del seguro social, cartas 
de verificación del número social o un 
Número de Identificación Personal del 
Contribuyente (ITIN por sus siglas en 
inglés) y el formulario W-2 de todos 
los empleos obtenidos durante 2014.
“Lo que tratamos de hacer es 
facilitar el proceso para los estudiantes 
y la comunidad”, Yarritu dijo.
Profesionales certificados por el IRS 
para el Programa de Ayuda Voluntaria 
a los Contribuyentes (VITA, por sus 
siglas en inglés) estarán de 9 de la 
mañana a 5 de la tarde en el centro 
de inscripción en la torre del edificio 
Main desde hoy hasta el 27 de febrero.
Varios sitios de VITA estarán colocados 
por todo el condado de Cameron, como 
en las preparatorias del Brownsville 
Independent School District, el edificio 
administrativo del Public Utilities 
Board de Brownsville y el International 
Technology, Education and Commerce 
Center de Texas Southmost College 
(ITECC por sus siglas en inglés).
Aquellos quienes visiten ITECC 
para el servicio deben pedir 
una cita llamando al 295-3761.
Contribuyentes tienen hasta 
el 15 de abril para presentar su 
declaración de impuestos del 2014.
Para una lista completa de 
todos los sitios de VITA y horas de 
operación, visiten www.unitedwayrgv.
o r g / i n c o m e - t a x - a s s i s t a n c e .
Para llenar una declaración de 
impuestos en línea, visiten www.
myfreetaxes.com; una línea de ayuda 
está disponible para quienes lleguen a 
necesitar ayuda navegando la página.
“El software es muy fácil; solo es un 
software tipo entrevista, para que los 
estudiantes puedan aprender cómo llenar 
sus propias declaraciones de impuestos”, 
dijo Keren Arista, coordinadora de 
estabilidad económica de United Way 
of Southern Cameron County. “Es 
muy bueno porque les da poder de 
aprender cómo presentar su declaración 
de impuestos y poder tomar control 
de esa área de sus vidas en el futuro”.
Al preguntarle porqué es importante que 
los estudiantes presenten su declaración 
de impuestos, Arista respondió, “Creo que 
es muy importante que los estudiantes se 
preparen para entrar a la fuerza laboral, 
que tengan conciencia del impacto que 






Rose Gómez, coordinadora de sitio de Ayuda Voluntaria a los Contribuyentes, ayuda a la residente 
de Brownsville Brenda Cantú con su declaración de impuestos. 
Alan Artibise, preboste y vice-
rector para asuntos académicos en 
University of Texas at Brownsville, se 
ha retirado después de haber servido 
en la educación superior por 43 años. 
Artibise se ingresó a UTB en 
2010. El viernes fue su último 
día oficial en la universidad.
“Él fue la persona adecuada para el 
trabajo durante el momento correcto 
en la historia de la institución”, dijo 
Janna Arney, asociada preboste para 
la facultad y asuntos académicos.
Juliet V. García, rectora anterior 
de UTB y ahora la directora ejecutiva 
de University of Texas Institute of 
the Americas, está agradecida por el 
servicio de Artibise a la universidad.
“Él fue honesto e inteligente, quien 
siempre intentó tomar la decisión correcta 
durante algunas transiciones difíciles 
para nosotros”, García dijo. “Y nos sirvió 
de mucho como una universidad y como 
comunidad porque también participó 
en muchas cosas de la comunidad”.
García dijo que Artibise trajo una vista 
amplia de lo que la universidad podría ser. 
Antes de ingresarse a UTB, Artibise 
fue decano ejecutivo, decano de las 
ciencias sociales y director ejecutivo 
de la institución para investigación 
de ciencias sociales en el colegio de 
artes y ciencias liberales en Arizona 
State University. Él es un proyectista 
certificado y un experto en el desarrollo 
Artibise se despide del campus
Preboste se retira de  
la educación superior
urbano norteamericano, de acuerdo a 
su biografía en la página web de UTB.
Después de cinco años y cuatro meses 
en la universidad, Artibise se retirará a 
Florida, donde disfrutará jugando golf. 
Javier Martínez, el decano del colegio 
de artes liberales corriente, sucederá a 
Artibise en un plazo interino hasta que UT 
Rio Grande Valley abra el próximo otoño 
y Havidán Rodríguez, preboste en UT Pan 
American, será el preboste de UTRGV.
Durante una entrevista por teléfono con 
el Collegian el 26 de enero, Artibise dijo 
que tiene mucha confianza que Martínez 
y Rodríguez tienen todo bajo control.
“Creo que tienen una enorme cantidad 
de trabajo que hacer pero tengo mucha 
confianza que tienen las cosas bajo 
control”, él dijo. “Están progresando 
lentamente pero seguro y creo que 
tendrán todo listo para septiembre”.
De todos sus logros en UTB, Artibise 
considera mantener a la comunidad 
universitaria unida durante la 
consolidación y creación de UTRGV 
como su logro más importante.
“Creo que lo más importante 
fue mantener al profesorado y los 
administradores unidos y lo más 
animados posible durante esta 
circunstancia”, él dijo agregando que 
UTRGV es una aventura emocionante.
Arney dijo que Artibise es un líder 
honesto y directo y que su legado es 
“dejar la institución en un mejor estado 
que en que estaba cuando él llegó”.
La universidad honró a Artibise con una 
jornada de puertas abiertas el 26 de enero.
La construcción de la nueva estación de policía de UT Brownsville está en ejecución. El proyecto 
ha estado en proceso por seis meses y se estima terminar hacia mediados o finales de febrero, 
director de mantenimiento de las instalaciones, Abraham Hernández, le dijo al Collegian el jueves. 
Contratista SpawGlass está a cargo del proyecto de $1.277 millones. La nueva estación de policía 
tendrá 4,050 pies cuadrados de espacio.
Tomando forma
Collegian File Photo
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Todd Lowery, who resigned Saturday 
as UT Brownsville athletics director 
and head volleyball coach, joined the 
University of Texas Pan American today 
as its new head volleyball coach for the 
rest of the spring semester.
Lowery has been appointed to lead 
the UT Rio Grande Valley volleyball 
program as its new head coach in Fall 
2015. UTRGV will be an NCAA Division 
I program.
“We knew it was coming,” Lowery said 
of his leaving UTB. “I’ll miss it. What 
we had here was a great thing and I’ll 
miss all the people and the community 
that we worked with, but I’ve accepted 
it and I’m ready for the next challenge. 
It’s something that happens a lot in 
coaching.”
Lowery has coached in the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
for 12 seasons, six with UTB (2009-14), 
and has won four national championships 
(2002, 2006, 2011, and 2013), the latter 
two here.
In an interview with The Collegian on 
Tuesday, Lowery said he wants to have 
summer volleyball camps and a couple of 
games at UTB.
“We have to see what’s allowed within 
the [Western Athletic Conference] and 
the NCAA,” Lowery said. “We have to 
make sure that we have somewhere to 
play here that meets the requirements 
that are kind of outlined, you know, by 
our government bodies.”
Lowery said he appreciates all the 
support UTB Student Affairs Vice 
President Hilda Silva, former UTB 
President Juliet V. García and the 
Goodbye--for now
Lowery begins new post in Edinburg
Jesus Sanchez
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Brownsville community have given him 
and the university’s volleyball team over 
the years.
“It’s been a great six years,” Lowery 
said. “I can’t thank Dr. Silva and Dr. 
García enough. They gave me a huge 
opportunity here and all of us to be 
successful. That’s all I wanted to do and 
that’s all you can really ask for as a coach. 
… We were welcomed here. That is going 
to be the sad part that I’m going to miss 
but, hopefully, some of those people are 
not too far away and some people will 
make the short drive up the road and still 
see us compete.”
Todd Lowery
This Week in Intramural Sports
Basketball League
Wednesday
Division: Men’s, Women’s, Coed
Flag Football Tournament
Friday
Division: Men’s, Women’s, Coed
All events to be held at the Campus Recreation Center
Oscar Castillo
COLUMNIST
The 2015 WWE 
“Royal Rumble” pay-
per-view event ended 
with a sea of boos 
from thousands of 
fans in Philadelphia 
and millions of others 
around the world 
using the hashtag, 
#CancelWWENetwork. 
In the highlight of the show, a 30-
man Royal Rumble match, the goal is 
to eliminate everyone by throwing them 
over the top rope of the ring; the last 
remaining superstar is the winner. 
Held at the Wells Fargo Center in 
Philadelphia, Pa., the “Royal Rumble” is 
the second most popular pay-per-view, 
behind “Wrestlemania,” and the first to 
air on the WWE Network.
The WWE Network is an online 
streaming service, similar to Netflix or 
Hulu, which airs exclusive WWE content, 
such as pay-per-views, WWE reality 
shows and a vault of classic wrestling 
matches. 
Despite all the great performances 
and “This is awesome!” chants prior to 
the main event, the fans began to turn 
on the Royal Rumble when Bray Wyatt 
eliminated former world heavyweight 
champion and fan favorite, Daniel Bryan. 
Thousands of fans in attendance booed 
for the remainder of the match, especially 
when Roman Reigns entered the ring. 
As the end of the match approached, 
the fans in Philadelphia began chanting 
“bulls---” when it became apparent that 
Reigns was going to win. 
Reigns won the match after eliminating 
Rusev and will face Brock Lesnar for the 
WWE World Heavyweight Championship 
at “Wrestlemania” on March 29. The 
show ended with Reigns pointing at the 
“Wrestlemania” sign as the crowd booed 
in disapproval.
Following the event, the hashtag 
#CancelWWENetwork trended 
worldwide in Twitter. In fact, the WWE 
Network’s “unsubscribe” Web page 
crashed because of high traffic.
While many fans around the world 
complained online and unsubscribed 
from the WWE Network, many fans in 
the arena chanted “Refund!” and then 
stood outside the arena, blocking the exit 
as the talent tried to leave. 
In a poll posted on its Facebook page 
after the match, WWE asked its fans 
what they thought of the rumble: More 
than 30,000 fans gave it a thumbs down 
while only 8,300 gave it their approval.
The main reason fans railed against 
the Royal Rumble is that WWE officials 
pre-determine the outcome of most 
matches and storylines in a way that they 
find “best for business.” In other words, 
they give the fans what they think they 
want. In this case, most fans did not want 
Reigns to win; most would have preferred 
someone like Bryan to come out on top. 
Most dedicated fans take “The Road to 
Wrestlemania” seriously because it is like 
the Super Bowl of the WWE. 
“The Road to Wrestlemania” kicks 
off with the “Royal Rumble”; however, 
due to the crowd reaction one can only 
hope that WWE finds a way to get its 
fans interested in the product once again 
when Lesnar and Reigns face off for the 
championship on March 29.  
Reigns is a strong and talented 
superstar who has the capability to 
perform alongside a five-star athlete such 
as Lesnar.  
Last Thursday, WWE asked its 
subscribers to encourage their friends to 
join the network. New subscribers can 
watch the network for free this month. 
For more information, visit WWE.com. 
The superstars will square off in “Fast 
Lane” Feb. 22 in the FedEx Forum in 
Memphis, Tenn., the WWE’s last pay-
per-view before “Wrestlemania.” 
Fiasco 
in Philadelphia
‘Royal Rumble’ irks fans
As its final season begins, the UT 
Brownsville Women’s Golf Team 
prepares to compete in its first 
conference tournament of the year, the 
Jack Brown Memorial Tournament, 
Sunday in Laredo.
“I can only hope that we start the 
way we ended,” Golf Head Coach 
Daniel Hayden said about the Laredo 
tournament. “Our last tournament 
was a phenomenal tournament for the 
women’s side. I’m expecting them to 
Women’s team to play at Laredo golf tourney
Jesus Sanchez
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keep on that momentum and, hopefully, 
everything goes well.”
At the Ocelot Invitational, held Nov. 
2, the women’s team finished fifth out 
of seven teams with an overall score of 
638.
Last season, both golf teams finished 
second in their respective conference 
tournaments.
Senior Veronika Vasquez, junior 
Angela Zepeda and freshmen Deana 
Portillo and Leanna Saenz will represent 
UTB at the Jack Brown Memorial 






The men’s team is scheduled to play 
Feb. 14 in the University of Houston-
Victoria Spring Invitational.
Hayden said he expects the men to be 
ranked among the top 20 teams in the 
NAIA by the conference tournament, 
which will be held April 19 in Edmond, 
Okla.
“I could definitely see us being a top 
20 team,” Hayden said. “As long as we 
continue to play the way we have and 
keep working hard, there’s no reason 
why it shouldn’t happen.”
Visit us online at www.utbcollegian.com
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by students and approved by the 
university.”
Canales said he does not know how 
students will be able to nominate the 
other option for the nicknames since the 
details have not been set. 
In case of a tie vote, “the [UT System] 
board [of regents] shall designate the 
athletics nickname of the university by 
lot.”
The board of regents must make this 
decision no later than May 31, 2016, for 
the nickname to take effect in Fall 2016.
If the bill receives two-thirds of the 
votes necessary in the House and Senate, 
it will take effect immediately; otherwise 
it will take effect Sept. 1.
When UTRGV President Guy Bailey 
proposed the Vaquero as the mascot 
for the university and the UT System 
board of regents approved it, it created 
an uproar among students on the UT 
Brownsville and UT Pan American 
campuses and among alumni. The 
universities are consolidating in the fall 
to become UTRGV.
More than 7,000 people signed an 
online petition urging the board of regents 
to reject Bailey’s recommendation to 
name UTRGV Athletics Vaqueros. 
Canales, who had written a letter to the 
regents asking them to keep the Bronc as 
the mascot, posted then on his Facebook 
page: “... the [legislative] session starts 
soon and this fight is far from over.”
 UT Pan American students wanted to 
keep “Bucky” the bronc as their mascot. 
While, here at UT Brownsville, students 
three occurred on campus and two off 
campus.
 Asked about the outcomes of the cases, 
Stoves said in an email to The Collegian 
Thursday night: “I can’t comment on the 
outcomes. That is considered protected 
information.”
The university handles sexual assault 
cases by first making sure the reporting 
party is safe and support mechanisms 
are available on and off campus. The 
university also informs victims of 
their rights as the reporting party and 
university policy. It also offers counseling. 
According to the 2014 UTB Annual 
Campus Fire and Security Report, victims 
have the right to:
--be kept informed about actions 
related to the incident;
--have changes made to their academic 
or living arrangements; 
--be present during the entire campus 
disciplinary hearing if the alleged suspect 
is a UTB student, notwithstanding the 
fact that the complainant will be called 
as a witness. The accused student has the 
same right; 
--have a support person present during 
BILLS
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UTB in the RecycleMania Tournament.
“Recycling is something that we’ve 
been working at for some time here on 
campus,” Stoves said. “It’s something we 
are excited to have. … We hope to grow 
awareness so we can grow our recycling 
program.”
Stoves said he hopes this project 
results in potential for new initiatives for 
recycling in the university.
UTB will participate in four categories: 
Grand Champion, Targeted Materials, 
Gorilla Prize and Stephen K Gaski Per 
Capita Classic.
For more information, contact 
Villafuerte at kaceyv13@gmail.com.
confident that Martinez and Rodríguez 
have everything under control. 
“I think they have a huge amount of 
work to do, but I’m very confident they got 
things under control,” he said. “They’re 
moving slowly but surely forward, and 
I think that everything will be ready by 
September.” 
Of all of his accomplishments at 
UTB, Artibise considers keeping the 
campus community unified during the 
consolidation and creation of UTRGV as 
his most important accomplishment. 
 “I think the most important thing 
was keeping faculty and staff unified 
and as upbeat as possible during this 
circumstance,” he said, adding that 
UTRGV is an exciting adventure. 
RECYCLE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
PROVOST






--not to have evidence of his/her past 
sexual history with third parties admitted 
as evidence; 
--have the hearing closed to spectators 
unless both the accused and the 
complainant consent in writing to having 
the hearing open to the public.
Although the Dean of Students Office 
and University Police both investigate 
sexual assault cases, their methods are 
different. Stoves said the university 
conducts a Title IX investigation and 
University Police investigates violation 
of the law.
Title IX is a federal law that prohibits 
sex discrimination in education. 
According to the Annual Campus Fire 
and Security Report, “Examples of the 
types of discrimination covered under 
Title IX include sexual harassment, the 
failure to provide equal opportunity in 
athletics, and discrimination based on 
pregnancy.”
University Police Det. Tirso Cruz said 
the department conducts a complete 
investigation when a sexual assault is 
reported. Cruz said the victim also has 
the right not to pursue the case.
“They have a right to do whatever they 
feel or deem necessary,” he said. “We 
also involve the Dean of Students [Office] 
heavily in all our cases.”
Student Health Services offers 
counseling services to victims. Victims 
are sent to Valley Baptist Medical 
Center-Harlingen if they wish to be seen 
by a sexual assault nurse examiner.
“We will guide them through the whole 
process if they need some guidance,” 
Counselor Leticia Fierros-Garza said. 
“We try to be there for them in any way 
we can.”
Victims have the right to refuse to be 
seen by a nurse or doctor.
If a victim wants to file a report, 
Fierros-Garza said counselors would 
support him or her emotionally.
“As a counselor I can only be here for 
them and tell them, ‘OK, do you want to 
report it?’ If they don’t want to report, 
that’s fine, it’s just her and me or him and 
me,” she said.
The U.S. Justice Department’s Office 
of Violence Against Women awarded a 
two-year planning grant of $36,000 to 
the university to create a team composed 
of community and campus members 
called BRAVE (Brownsville Rallies 
Against Violent Encounters). 
The mission of BRAVE is to establish a 
multidisciplinary system of support that 
promotes a survivor-centered response to 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence and stalking through prevention 
and advocacy to the campus community.
 Information on BRAVE can be found 
on the Dean of Students page on the 
university website, where different 
forms of violence such as sexual assault, 
domestic violence, stalking and dating 
violence are defined, among other forms 
of abuse. There is also information on 
how to be an active bystander, where to 
report an incident and hotline numbers. 
A contact list of the members in BRAVE 
can also be found. 
“I really want people to know what 
we’re doing,” said Arlene Laboy, project 
coordinator for UT Brownsville’s  Office 
of Violence Against Women. 
“What I’m going to start doing is getting 
student groups together to film videos, 
informative videos for the students. 
… There’s another university and they 
created a video and it’s just going around 
campus asking other students if they 
know where to report if this happened, 
‘What do you think about this?’ stuff like 
that and you see it and it’s really eye-
opening,” Laboy said. 
wanted to keep “Ozzie” the Ocelot. 
But the regents issued a statement 
standing firm, fully supporting Bailey’s 
recommendation of the Vaquero.
Bailey could not be reached for 
comment on Canales’ proposal.
Asked what he would tell people who 
may see the bill as leading to divisiveness 
on the UTRGV campuses, Canales 
replied, “I would tell those people that 
there’s nothing divisive about it. … 
It coalesces the students together so 
that they feel pride in the fact that they 
picked the nickname for the mascot, not 
somebody else.”
The Collegian asked students from 
UTB and UTPA what they think of the 
bill. 
“Well, I for one like the Ocelot. 
… not just because UTB has had it 
already,” UTPA psychology freshman 
Erik Martinez said. “I personally prefer 
it better and I’m enlightened by the 
fact that Ocelots defend their territory 
because it means a lot to us to defend 
South Texas. That being said, I’m glad 
that students want to take a stand and 
have a say in what our name should be. 
They’re just ‘defending their territory.’ 
I’m all for [the election].”
Alondra Galvan, a business freshman 
and senator in the UTB Student 
Government Association, said: “If they 
are giving students the opportunity to 
choose the athletic mascot, that’s going 
to be good ’cause, like there, it’ll prove 
how, like, students do have a voice. Their 
opinion is going to count and determine 
what it’ll be.”  
Asked what he thinks the outcome 
of the proposed bill will be, Canales 
replied: “I think that’s going to depend 
on the [Rio Grande] Valley delegation 
and how they support it or not. Because 
if the Valley delegation gets behind the 
concept that the students should be able 
to pick the nickname, I think that it will 
be a local bill and it will pass quickly.”
On Jan. 20, Canales filed a bill that 
would have an impact on UTRGV 
students who want to go the University 
of Texas School of Law. 
In House Bill 791, Canales proposes 
a distance-learning program at the 
law school. The program would allow 
a student admitted to the law school to 
participate in the first year of classes 
remotely from a facility at the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
The UT System board of regents “shall 
ensure that at least five students are 
allowed to participate in the program” 
but the law school may allow more than 
five students to participate during each 
academic year, according to the bill.
According to the UTRGV website, “A 
key goal of the new university is to utilize 
technology and innovative learning 
strategies, such as online and hybrid 
courses, to increase student access and 
success across the entire Rio Grande 
Valley and minimize travel.”
Canales said there is a need for higher 
education throughout South Texas.
“Once you’re south of San Antonio, 
the number of doctoral programs drops 
significantly,” Canales said. “In fact, there 
are very few, if any, doctoral programs 
and law school is a great avenue for 
many other things, other than being an 
attorney. It’s a very versatile degree.”
After their first year of law school, 
students would automatically transfer 
into the University of Texas School of 
Law, he said. 
At this point the requirements, 
deadlines to apply, cost of tuition, fees 
and books are still to be determined, as 
well as faculty and staff positions for the 
program.
 “I believe that there will definitely 
have to be some positions open in the 
UTRGV system that will correspond and/
or work with the University of Texas law 
school. As for how many positions, I am 
not aware.”
The estimated start date for the 
program is Fall 2016, but that is subject 
to change. Funding for the program has 
not been determined. 
“We don’t think that the funding would 
be exorbitant in the fact that the University 
of Texas already has much of the systems 
in place to do remote learning,” Canales 
said. “And since the professors would 
not necessarily be on campus, basically, 
it would be the technology that already 
exists. And so I don’t think the cost will 
be quite exorbitant; in fact, I think it will 
be quite affordable.” 
In previous legislative sessions, bills 
have sought the establishment of a law 
school in the Valley, but Canales said his 
is different.
“My bill is completely different than 
those bills,” he said. “Those bills [are] for 
full, free-standing law schools. And so 
this actually has a better chance of being 
passed, because it doesn’t require the 
initial capital to start a full, free-standing 
law school. But how it is perceived and 
accepted by the Legislature is yet to be 
determined.”
Arney said Artibise is an honest and 
straightforward leader and that his 
legacy is “leaving the institution in a far 
better place than it was when he joined 
it.”
The university honored Artibise with 
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Ana Cavazos and Jazmin Gonzalez 
never got to meet Norman “Joe” Binder, 
but they hope to honor his legacy as 
the first beneficiaries of the Joe Binder 
Scholarship Endowment for Students of 
Politics.
 A longtime member of the faculty 
of the University of Texas at Brownsville, 
Binder died two years ago.
 “Being one of the first recipients of this 
award is very special,” said Gonzalez, a 
junior government and sociology double 
major at UT Brownsville. “Mrs. Binder 
and the rest of the Binder family are very 
generous by setting up this scholarship. 
I hope to set a high precedent for future 
awardees.”
 Gonzalez has some family roots in 
government; her father works in the U.S. 
Probation Office and her aunt serves on 
the Texas Board of Education. Last fall, 
she interned in the office of state Rep. 
Eddie Lucio III (D-San Benito).
 “I think government is one of the most 
interesting facets of our nation,” she said. 
“I have always been fascinated by politics 
and the effects of government on people, 
particularly on minorities since we are so 
marginalized and not fully represented 
by our government.”
 Knowing volunteers are the backbone 
of political campaigns, Gonzalez 
volunteered for the political action 
committee Battleground Texas last year 
during the 2014 midterm elections. 
 When not talking government and 
political science, Gonzalez is on the soccer 
field. She played soccer throughout her 
school years in Harlingen, traveling the 
country to attend tournaments. Now 
she is employed as a soccer referee for 
the Brownsville Independent School 
District, and she coaches soccer clubs for 
teens and elementary-age children.
 Upon graduation, Gonzalez plans on 
going to law school and working as an 
advocate for women’s rights and issues 
as a consultant or legislation writer for a 
politician.
 Cavazos, also a double major at 
Scholarship in honor of former professor 
awarded to first two students
Arlene Binder (center) and her family established a scholarship endowment honoring her late 
husband, Joe Binder, a longtime professor at UT Brownsville. Jazmin Gonzalez (left) and Ana Cavazos 
each received a scholarship from the Joe Binder Scholarship Endowment for Students of Politics.
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UT Brownsville, is studying public 
service and government. Passionate 
about politics, she, too, is proud to be 
among the first two students chosen to 
receive the Binder scholarship.
 Cavazos has a campus job, working 
with Upward Bound, tutoring students 
in social sciences and English at 
Brownsville’s Porter High School.
 “The goal is to work with first-
generation college students and help 
them focus on continuing their education 
after high school,” Cavazos said. “Aside 
from tutoring, we help them with college 
applications and filling out financial aid 
forms.”
 While her family has no connections 
to politics, she started working in the 
office of state state Sen. Eddie Lucio 
Jr. (D-Brownsville) this semester, a 
requirement for her legislative internship 
course.
 A junior, Cavazos wasn’t always 
focused on politics; she first wanted to 
follow her mother’s lead and declared 
she would major in architecture. 
 “After one semester, I realized it wasn’t 
my thing, so I switched to government,” 
she said.
 After receiving her two bachelor’s 
degrees, she hopes to earn her master’s 
degree in economics and eventually go 
on to law school, with the goal of applying 
her knowledge in economic policy and 
international law to being an advocate 
for human rights.
 Originally from Monterrey, Nuevo 
Leon, Mexico, Cavazos believes becoming 
a government major is the best decision 
she’s made in her life and admires the 
passion displayed by her professors.
 Binder was known for his enthusiasm 
in the classroom and was viewed as 
popular among his students. Whether 
they were government majors or 
majoring in other disciplines, students 
were enthralled with his broad knowledge 
on life’s subjects beyond those related to 
politics and government.
 “Joe loved teaching,” said Arlene, 
Binder’s wife of 50 years. “He especially 
enjoyed working with and encouraging 
the students in his classes. He was a great 
believer in furthering one’s education, 
and the opportunities that will arise from 
the scholarship endowment will be a 
great memorial to him.”
 During his career, Binder served as 
chair of the Departments of Political 
Science and Social Sciences, director of 
the Office of Assessment and Evaluation 
and the University Experience, and 
was a valuable participant on countless 
university committees.
 “Dr. Binder would be proud that this 
endowment is in place,” Arlene Binder 
said. “It gave him great pleasure to help 
many students financially--with tuition 
or books--through his years here at UTB 
and did not ask for them to reimburse 
him.”
 With this scholarship, she believes her 
husband’s name will live on, and he will 
continue to lend a hand to students for 
years to come.
 The Joe Binder Scholarship 
Endowment for Students of Politics will 
continue into the University of Texas Rio 
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